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from a bad motive " (u). Thus no action lies if
the defendant made the representation bond fide
for the purpose of protecting the actual or
imaginary rights of himself (a?), or his connec-
tions or relatives (?/); similarly where the de-
fendant has bond fide made the representation in
his capacity of agent or solicitor for the purpose
of protecting the rights of his principal or
client (^).

Even though there was apparently no reason-
able and probable cause for the statement com-
plained of, it does not always follow that the
defendant was acting in bad faith (a). " The
question here is not what judgment a sensible
and reasonable man would have formed, but
whether the defendant did or did not entertain
the opinion he communicated" (6). " The bona
fides of the communication, and not whether a
man of rational understanding would have done
so and so, is the question to be canvassed. A
man of intemperate passions, or of weak under-
standing, or a man acting under an erroneous

(u) Per Parke, B., in Brook v. Eawl (1849), 19 L. J. Ex. at
p. 115.

(x) Smith v. Spooner (1810), 3 Taunt. 246; Carr v. DucJcetl
(1860), 5 H. & ST. 783; 29 L. J. Ex. 468.

(t/) Pitt v. Donovan (1813), 1 M. & S. 639; Outsole v.
Mathers (1836), 1 M. & W. 495; 5 Dowl. 69.

(z) Margrave v. Le Breton (1769), 4 Burr. 2422; Steward
Y. Young (1870), L. E. 5 C. P. 122 ; 39 L. J. C. P. 85; Baler-
and others v. Piper (1886), 2 Times L. K. 733.

(a) Pitt v. Donovan and Steward v. Young, supra.

(&) Per Bailey, J., in Pitt v. Donovan (1813), 1 M. & S. at
p. 649.